Administrative And
Legisiative Update:

e Shifting Reguirements Eor
Disposition Of Federal OilfShale
RESOUICES



Mineral Leasing Act

|_ease: size

RoyallIes

n 12.5% of valtie of preduction for allllieasanie
minerails

a DIScretionany Walver, reduction, or sUspension
Rentals

Ofisite leases



Energy Policy Act of 2005

Passed Auguist 8, 2005

Amended Mineral lteasing Act

ACTHON ITFEMS 1n Sec. 369:

s Research and develepment leasing

s Pregrammatic ElIS

s [Leasing regulations

s Consultation and commercial leasing




EPAct Action Items:

Research, Development and
Demonstration Leasing

Nominations in June 2005
m 910 CO, 8inUT, and 1 in WY

5 |leases for In-sitll projects In Colerade
llease for mine/retort 1 Utah

No activity: onlfederal RD&IDrleases hegun




EPAct Action ltems:
Programmatic EIS

IRiratediin December 2005

SCOPING completed intJanuan 2006
Comment sunmmany eutin iViarch 2006
\Wehsite establisned: esisels.ani.goy.

Drait PEIS expected in Winter 2007



EPAcCt Action ltems:

Commercial Leasing Regulations

Advance Notice off Proposed Rulemakingiin
Algust 2006

SeuUght comment en:

a Royalty rate and point of reyalty determination
a Precess for evaluating adeguacy. ofi BIds

x Diligent develepment reguirements

x Minimum preduction reguirements

x Small-tract leasing

Comments fremi public, Industy, agencies.

Drait expected in winter/sprng 2008



Where do federal
oil shale efforts stand?

RD&ID; leasesiissued, bl noe en-the-ground
activities.

Nor Draft Progirammatic EIS puklished:.

Nor Draft: commerciallleasing| rules
pUBliIShed.

Unconventional Euels Tiask Eerce reports.



egislative Responses
in 110th Congress

s Heuse energy:legisiation
H.R. 3221.

m Senate brllfon revenues
S. 1517

s Heuse Interor fitnding il
H.R. 2643



H.R. 3221 would:

1D Eliminate EPACt deadlines

2) Reguire 4-menths comment on leasing
ules

3) Reguire: site-specific NEPA for
commerciallleases

4) Reguire Leasing & Development Strateay

5) Reguire Report en “alterative
alpproaches:

6) Establishl Oil' Shale: Cemmunity.
Assistance Fund




S. 1517
Oil Shale Reserve Fund
Revenue Disposition Act

\Woeuld previderfer revenue sharng Withrstate
iiem NOSR Ieasing and development

\Woeuldldirect state funds inte “Oil Shale: Special
ElRd

\Woeuldiexpand the allowahble uses o fiederal
money. frem NOSR activities



H.R. 2643

Interior Appropriations bill

VWoeuld prehikit DOI's Use: ofi funads Ik EY0S8

O

n Prepaiinglor puklishing final regulatens

establishingla commerecial leasing

s Conducting a commerciallease sa
iederal el shale reseurces

orogram

e of



WHAT'S NEXT?

Congressienallaction?

Programmatic ElIS?
Commercialiieasinglreguliatiens?
Activitiesion federall RD&IDreases?
On@goeing researnch activities en private: lanad?

Ongeing envirenmental researech By agencies
and colleges?



Questions?

For more information,
contact:

Bob Randall
WESTERN RESOURCE ADVOCATES
2260 Baseline Road, Suite 200
Boulder, Colorado 80211
(803) 444-1188
DEh@Westernreseurces.org



